
 

 

Misha’s Vineyard ‘The High Note’ Pinot Noir 2008 
 

95 points “This wine is evolving magnificently, 

displaying game, dark cherry, spice and floral notes with subtly infused cedary 
oak on the nose. The palate is rounded and beautifully weighted, showing 
succulent mouthfeel and velvety texture leading to a lovely expansive finish, 
backed by finely polished tannins. The wine has such a lovely presence. From a 
vintage that produced many underwhelming wines, this does hit 'the high note' 
among Central Otago Pinot Noirs. At its best: now to 2015.” (Sam Kim, Aug 2011)  
 

19.0/20 “Olly Master’s experience with Pinot Noir has ensured the quality of 

this wine.... Deep, youthful, ruby red in colour, this has a tight and concentrated 
nose of red and dark fruits, with the familial mineral and steel notes. On palate 
the wine has textural beauty with very fine-grained tannins and a tight 
construction binding the wine together. Lovely balance and poise, with dark, but 
sweetly ripe cherries melding into toasty oak and mocha nuances. A classy 
number indeed.” (Raymond Chan)    
 

90 points “Medium ruby coloured, the 2008 The High Note Pinot Noir has 

intense aromas of black cherry, crushed raspberries, cinnamon, espresso and a 
touch of anise. The full bodied palate has a great concentration of red berry fruit 
and is well supported by medium-high acidity and a low to medium level of fine 
tannins. There’s a long finish of cherries and spice. Drink it now to 2015”.  (Wine 
Advocate /Robert Parker USA rating) 
 

90/100 “More concentrated than the Impromptu Pinot Noir with red and 

black cherry plus a hint of spice. Very ripe flavours without being at all jammy. 
Superbly structured with an impressively lingering finish”. (Bob Campbell, MW)  
 

5 Stars. “A wine with immediate power and presence, but in a subtle frame – 

with a delicate complexity promises a lot. Red cherries and raspberry, red apple 
skin, a few darker red fruits then the suggestion of Burgundy – orange peel, 
iodine and crushed old rose petals. Palate: Feminine and Burgundian in nature – 
orange peel, softness, it uses and untouchable; soft Pinot Noir fruits, lovely 
delicate complexity, fine tannins and in balance. A delicious wine...”  (Cameron 
Douglas, Master Sommelier) 
 

“This is an absolutely outstanding pinot noir made by one of New Zealand's most experienced pinot noir makers: 
Olly Masters. It's weightier than most from Central Otago, has beautiful soft smooth, velvet tannins and a long 
finish. Every sip offers a mouthful of gorgeous surprise. I look forward to seeing where this wine goes. It's already 
living up to its name as a very High Note.  (Joelle Thomson, NZ Herald) 

 

Misha’s Vineyard - One of New Zealand’s Top 20 Producers      
(Decanter UK, September 2010) 


